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ESCAPING FLATLAND



DESIGN STRATEGIES THAT SHARPEN INFORMATION 
RESOLUTION OF PAPER AND VIDEO SCREEN.

TO INCREASE (1) THE NUMBER OF DIMENSIONS THAT 
CAN BE DISPLAYED ON A PLANE SURFACE AND (2) 
THE DATA DENSITY (AMOUNT OF INFORMATION PER 
UNIT AREA).
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ORRERIES
PRIDEFULLY OBVIOUS PRESENTATION
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MICRO/MACRO READINGS



A MOST UNCONVENTIONAL DESIGN STRATEGY IS 
REVEALED: TO CLARIFY, ADD DETAIL.
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LAYERING AND SEPARATION



AMONG THE MOST POWERFUL DEVICES FOR 
REDUCING NOISE AND ENRICHING THE CONTENT OF 
DISPLAYS IS THE TECHNIQUE OF LAYERING AND 
SEPARATION, VISUALLY STRATIFYING VARIOUS 
ASPECTS OF THE DATA.







JOSEF ALBERS, 1969.
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SMALL MULTIPLES



AT THE HEART OF QUANTITATIVE REASONING IS A 
SINGLE QUESTION: COMPARED TO WHAT? SMALL 
MULTIPLE DESIGNS, MULTIVARIATE AND DATA 
BOUNTIFUL, ANSWER DIRECTLY BE ENFORCING 
COMPARISONS OF CHANGES, OF THE DIFFERENCES 
AMONG OBJECTS, OF THE SCOPE OF ALTERNATIVES. 
FOR A WIDE RANGE OF PROBLEMS IN DATA 
PRESENTATION, SMALL MULTIPLES ARE THE BEST 
SOLUTION.
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COLOR AND INFORMATION



TO LABEL: COLOUR AS NOUN
TO MEASURE: COLOUR AS QUANTITY
TO IMITATE REALITY: COLOUR AS REPRESENTATION
TO ENLIVEN OR DECORATE: COLOUR AS BEAUTY



TO LABEL: COLOUR AS NOUN
TO MEASURE: COLOUR AS QUANTITY
TO IMITATE REALITY: COLOUR AS REPRESENTATION
TO ENLIVEN OR DECORATE: COLOUR AS BEAUTY











NARRATIVE OF SPACE AND 
TIME



DANCE NOTATION: HOW TO REDUCE THE THE
MAGNIFICENT FOUR-DIMENSIONAL REALITY OF TIME 
AND THREE-SPACE INTO LITTLE MARKS ON PAPER 
FLATLANDS. 













ADDITIONAL SAMPLES
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PRESTON SCOTT COHEN



2246.jpg



2245.jpg









2240.jpg



CARLO SCARPA
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REM KOOLHAAS: OMA
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COOP HIMELBLAU
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TREE MAPS http://smartdatacollective.com/Home/16512

http://www.cs.umd.edu/hcil/treemap-history/�
http://smartdatacollective.com/Home/16512�


http://www.smartmoney.com/map-of-the-
market/TREE MAPS

http://www.smartmoney.com/map-of-the-market/�
http://www.smartmoney.com/map-of-the-market/�
http://www.cs.umd.edu/hcil/treemap-history/�


GAPMINDER

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVimVzgtD6w�


YAHOO PIPES

http://www.newthinktank.com/2010/08/yahoo-pipes-tutorial-part-3/�


Brath R. Metrics for effective information visualization. IEEE 
Symposium on Information Visualization1997. p. 108-11.

BRATH, R.





SONIFICATION AND DEMO
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